Dear M. G eenwood:

Thank you for your statenments made during the public
nmeetings of the M ssissippi R ver Comm ssion in Menphis,
Tennessee, and Geenville, Mssissippi, on April 8 and 9, 2003,
respectively. In your statenents you descri bed the M ssissippi
Ri ver and Tributaries (MR&T) project as a public works success
story; enphasized the additional funding needs of the Menphis
District while describing several projects in your area;
expressed concern about the need for clay gravel on the |evee
road; and pointed out severe bank failures at Moon Bend in
Tuni ca County. Your statenent al so included support and request
for additional funds for the Upper Yazoo Project; the Sardis,
Arkabutla, Enid, and G enada flood control reservoirs; the
Sunfl ower River System the South Delta project; and the
M ssi ssi ppi Delta Headwaters project. You al so discussed the
need for Sections 14, 205, and 208 projects in your district,
the need to increase the limts for these projects, and the need
to make the eligibility process nore conpetitive. You indicated
t hat your board strongly opposes the proposal to use noney from
the Inl and Waterways Trust Fund to pay for operation and
mai nt enance costs. In your statement, you indicated that you do
not support any actions that would transfer all or part of the
Cvil Wrks mssion fromthe U S. Arny Corps of Engi neers and
“out - sourcing” present positions of the Cvil Wrks function.

The Commi ssion recogni zes, as you enphasi zed, the MR&T
proj ect success story. The Nation has enjoyed a significant
return for each dollar that has been expended. For every doll ar
invested, the Nation receives $25 in benefits. The Commi ssion
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al so recogni zes efforts nmade by you and your board to include
additional funds in the Fiscal Year 2004 budget for the Austin
relief wells, Trotter’s bermextension, and Hi |l house reli ef
wel | s.

Your concerns about the gravel on the access road on the
| evee crown have been noted. Unfortunately, gravel is a | ow
priority itemrelative to other nai ntenance itens. The Menphis

District staff will continue to perform annual inspections to
determine if gravel needs are critical and require i medi ate
attention. At that time, the needs will be assessed relative

to other mai ntenance itens.



The Menphis District is scheduled to repair the failures
of the Mioon Bend revetnent in Tunica County this construction
season. The repairs will consist of articulated concrete
mattress and riprap paving which will protect top bank and the
M ssi ssi ppi River navigation alignnment, as well as elimnate
the potential threat to the safety of the citizens in the
M ssi ssi ppi Del ta.

The Conmi ssion appreci ates your coments concerning the
progress we have nmade together as partners on the Upper Yazoo
Projects (UYP). This is an inportant project, and we agree it
is critical to the people of the north Delta. The M cksburg
District is executing this project as quickly as possible. W
have two construction contracts underway, which will extend the
fl ood reduction benefits of the UYP to Money, M ssissippi, and
construction should begin on UYP Item 7 structures this sunmmer.
The Conmi ssion conmits its continued support of this project
and will do whatever it can to assure adequate funding.

The Conm ssion shares your concern for the aging structures
and equi prent at the four north M ssissippi |akes and the
necessity for mai ntenance and upgradi ng. You can be assured
that the safety and sustained operability of these dans have
top priority at these projects. The Vicksburg District is aware
of these requirenments and has been rehabilitating the structural
conponents over the | ast several years to the extent that
fundi ng has allowed. The Conference Report for the Fiscal Year
2003 Omi bus Appropriation Act added $11, 030,000 to budgets for
t hese | akes for additional maintenance. This additional funding
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will allow the continuation of contracts to restore the
integrity of riprap protection on Arkabutla and Sardis dans;
construct a permanent tailwater control weir in the Arkabutla
energency spillway; conplete the earthquake stability study for
Arkabutl a dam and neke repairs and i nprovenents to the intake
and outlet structures at Arkabutla, Enid, and G enada dans.

Regardi ng the Big Sunflower Ri ver Mintenance Project, the
Vi cksburg District is progressing with the necessary studies to
conpl ete the ongoi ng Suppl enental Environnmental |npact Statenent
(SEI'S). The draft report is scheduled for conpletion in
Novenber 2003 and the final SEIS a year |later. The next item of



wor k can be awarded as soon as the National Environmental Policy
Act process is conplete and a water quality certification is
secured. The Conm ssion appreciates the Levee Board’ s conti nued
support to provide this nuch needed mai nt enance for the Delta
region. W pledge our commtnent to seek adequate funds to
conti nue the project.

The Commi ssi on appreci ates your board’s support regarding
the Yazoo Backwater project. Pending resolution of comments
received on the draft Yazoo Backwater Area M ssissipp
Ref ormul ati on Report, our plans call for the punping plant to
be 35 percent designed by the end of this cal endar year with
the design conpleted in October 2005. W comend the success
the delta comunity has experienced in securing funding for this
wor k by working with nmenbers of Congress. W are committed to
executing the Yazoo Backwater project to the full est extent
possi bl e.

The Vi cksburg District acknow edges the Yazoo-M ssi ssi pp
Delta Levee Board' s tireless efforts on behalf of its
constituents in support of the M ssissippi Delta Headwaters
Project (DHP). W have 12 ongoi ng construction projects in 6
of the 16 DHP watersheds. The projects consist of one riser
pi pe grade control structure in the Batupan Bogue watershed;
five box culvert grade control structures and one channe
i nprovenent in the Yal obusha R ver watershed; one riser pipe
grade control structure, one enbanknment protection, and one bank
stabilization in the Coldwater River watershed; one bank
stabilization in the Long Creek watershed; and one fl oodwat er
retarding structure in the Black Creek watershed. All of these
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projects are part of a basin-w de approach to prevent erosion
and sedi nent transport in the respective watersheds. W are
continuing design and/or real estate for an additional 44
construction itens in the DHP wat er sheds.

The Conm ssion agrees with you that the funding limts
for Continuing Authorities Program (CAP) projects should be
i ncreased; however, as you stated, this will require
Congressional action. The Menphis and Vicksburg Districts | ook
forward to working with you and your board in pursuit of CAP
projects. |f you have any questions regarding the CAP program
pl ease contact M. Dennis Abernathy, Menphis District CAP



Manager, at 901-544-0798 or Ms. Renee Turner, Vicksburg District
CAP Manager, at 601- 631-7064.

The Conmi ssion continues to hear fromthose who are opposed
to the use of the Inland Waterways Trust Fund for naintenance
activities. The Conm ssion has passed your concern and that of
others up the chain of conmand to the Chief of Engineers and the
Ofice of the Assistant Secretary of the Arny for Gvil Wrks.

The Comm ssi on appreciates receiving your views and w ||
be pleased to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Bri gadier CGeneral, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi ghee, M ssissipp
Ri ver Conm ssion



